Outings and Events, November 2005
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10/18
Committee meeting

10/22-23*
Sugarloaf Weblo Outing
10/29
Mr. Scoutmaster USA
10/31*
NO MEETING

11/15
Committee meeting

11/19-20*
Armstrong Woods
11/24
Last day for popcorn sales

12/10*
Christmas food distribution
12/12
Court of Honor / Christmas Party
12/17*
Tree pick-up flyer distribution
1/20-22
Ski trip

* new or changed date

October Outdoors:  The outing in the month of October was held in Sugarloaf park right here in Sonoma County.  Justin, Eric, JJ, Cyrus, and Matt participated along with Mr. Lake (who, it is said, prepared some fabulous meals) and Mr. Weil, and enjoyed the company of five Weblo Scouts and their dads from Den 127.  James Draper, James Eakin, Caelin Duncan, Gavin Lockhart, and Simon Tyrrell were described as enthusiastic, spirited, and very energetic by the Troop 135 contingent.  Matt commented on the grueling hike, but he is still getting in shape for the wrestling season so it probably wasn’t that hard.  There was a football game that made an impression, especially the tackling portion, and Eric remarked that his hat was out of his direct control for a period of time.  Ever the observant one, he also noticed that there was a “creek with water” nearby.  There were break​fast burritos in the morning and a glow-in-the-dark marsh​mallow fight at night.  Cyrus considered wearing his new suit to the outing but in the end elected to sport more normal outdoor clothing.  We suspect his mother was an influence in this decision.  Justin claimed he was awakened at mid​night with a request to light a fire.  The Weblos had a lot of energy (a good thing) and gave the Scouts from 135 a run for their money.  A common refrain was “Where’s Simon?  We can’t find Simon.”  It wasn’t so long ago that the Scouts from 135 were a little like that...
Scout Camp 2006:  At a recent committee meeting the dis​cussion turned to choice of Scout camp for next year.  Mr. Cumming suggested that we consider Navarro, as they have made some improvements and it is the 50th anniversary of the camp.  Although Mr. Azevedo, alias Mr. Scout Camp, was not present at the meeting his ghost indicated that the choice would be Marin-Sierra.  It was speculated that there would be stiff resistance to the idea of going to Navarro, which set the stage for a showdown.  Promoters got in​volved and went so far as to print up flyers proclaiming:
It’s Canada vs. Portugal in a 12-round no-holds-barred contest to see which Scout camp will prevail in 2006!  Lou “The Dehydrator” Azevedo vs. Bill “Friendly Canadian” Cumming in a championship bout.  Judges will score the contest in a 3-point must system and it’s winner-take-all.  It’s a one-time event and not to be missed!  Don’t wait, call now!
However, when contacted by phone about going to Navarro Lou said, “No problem” which put the anticipated battle on the ropes.  Promoters are trying to find another angle and are investigating claims that Navarro prohibits the im​port​ation of canned soft drinks, which has the potential to put some heat back in the conflict.
Halloween:  There will be no regular meeting on Monday October 31st.  To compensate the Scouts went trick-or-treating in a special way on the 24th.  The troop was split into three teams and each was given a hand-held GPS and a path to follow.  Like little leprechans finding pots of gold at the end of the rainbow, the teams found bags of candy at the end of their paths.  ‘Twas a sweet victory, me laddies.
[image: image2.png]AGLE Makg,
+nooe

135

qve® 3

sANTA AOBA
CALIE



October Mystery Scout:  Last month our mystery contest was a thing instead of a Scouter and came from the Crusta​cean Society.  We only had one contest entry, from Mr. Kezer, who said, “That’s easy, it’s the Crab Nebula.”  Of course, he is correct, which is only fitting since he is an astronomical enthusiast and the Troop 135 Astron​omy merit badge counselor.  He is eligible for the prize of a decaying shark head being offered by Barnie Cal, publisher of the Newsletter of the Crustacean Society.  He has informed us he will be donating the prize to charity.
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Mystery Scout of November:  Our mystery contest for the month of November involves a Troop 135er who is well known in the Scout​ing ranks.  Hint: he has his own outdoor video series and is a rollicking good sport.
A Mystery Solved:  As long as we are on the subject of mysteries it seems appropriate to communicate one that has been solved.  Ever since Scout camp this summer there has been mass confusion over various missing pieces of uniform paraphernalia.  For example, Justin was unable to locate his shirt for many weeks until he discovered it was being worn to the meetings by Andrew and had been ever since they came back from camp.  Andrew found in turn that his shirt was in the possession of Robbie.  There were several Scouts wearing pants that belonged to someone else as well.  How did this happen?  Well it seems that our Scouts were doing very well at camp in most respects except for camp cleanli​ness, for which they were scoring something like 65 out of 100.  The Troop 135 site was a real mess, so in good Scout fashion James took it upon himself to clean up the site each day before inspection, for which he earned a nickname something like “Maid James.”  The cleanliness scores rose to a high of 99.5.  James’ method was to stuff anything lying about into the nearest pack without any special knowl​edge regarding the ownership of said articles or packs.  Ap​parently Justin’s shirt was at one time closer to Andrew’s pack than it was to his own and Andrew’s shirt must have wandered near Robbie’s pack.  Pants apparently were more likely to wander from their source than shirts.
Mr. Scoutmaster USA:  Mr. Lake traveled all the way to Texas for the Mr. Scoutmaster USA contest that was held at the end of October and did us proud, but the experience was not without controversy.  Initially his choice of swimwear for the bathing suit competition caused an uproar.  It seems that a Boy Scout green Speedo with 135 embroidered in red on each side in the rear was considered “outside the spirit and character of the BSA” and he was disqualified.  How​ever, during the appeal he explained that the suit was con​structed from backpack-grade ripstop nylon (the same mater​ial used in the construction of high quality four-season tents from The North Face), water-resistant, complete with a rain-fly and fully seam-sealed, maximally light weight, plus it dries in 15 minutes when hung on a line, and is rated as a four-season garment. In short (pun intended), it is a perfect example of lightweight backpacking technology in practical application. The appeal was successful and he was rein​stated, from which point he went on to win the title. In the post-event interview he credited much of his success to a steady diet of Clif bars and called for universal world peace.
All Right, The Truth:  There is no Mr. Scoutmaster USA contest.  We confess, lest anyone be confused, that the whole thing is a fantasy that stemmed from a remark among several adults that Mr. Lake looked more like a Scoutmaster than anyone they had ever seen.  That part is true.  The rest is, shall we say, inventive fiction for the purpose of enter​tainment.  We’ve gotten the Scouts to read this thing, eh?
Wildlife News:  Our wildlife news this month comes from the state of Florida.  When I was a youth my mother used to [image: image4.jpg]


warn me about eating too much by telling me not to let my eyes be bigger than my stomach.  A certain 13-foot Burmese python could have used this advice before attempting to consume a 6-foot American alligator in the Everglades.  The snake burst its middle some time after swallowing the alligator whole.  It gives one pause to think before ordering dessert when dining out, eh?  What could it hurt, just one thin mint...
Scout History From Bob O:  Question: what significant things did Scouts do in the year 1917?  Answer: They sup​ported the US effort in World War I by selling Liberty Bonds and war stamps, locating 20 million board-feet of wood, and distributing 80 million pieces of government lit​erature.  Since membership was 408,167 that year, on aver​age each Scouter distributed 196 pieces of literature. 

Dan Brown Has A Dream and John Wright Is Wide Awake:  Dan and John will be organizing the Christmas tree pickup again this year and are already hard at work.  Dan has a vision to increase the number of pick-ups by 20% over last year, and we believe it will happen.  Neighborhood flyer distribution will be Dec 17.  With the team of “Mr. Dream” and “Mr. Christmas Tree” those trees don’t stand a chance.
Prince of Popcorn:  Brett Borell, in addition to holding the office of troop librarian, is now the crowned prince of pop​corn sales, having raised the most money for the council and troop.  He received a large (big mondo) plate of home-baked cookies from Popcorn Patty Passemar, event coordinator, including a well-known variety incorporating potato chips.  They are described as “Oh so delicious” and “really, really good” by an insider with actual experience in consumption.
Intellectual Property:  There has been little activity on the IP front and there have been no further responses to the “cease and desist” orders we sent out in an effort to protect our newsletter trademark.  We have therefore turned our attention to slogans because slogans have so much value in the new economy, especially if they can be trademarked.  The NewsletterTM staff has come up with several that are currently under consideration.

The Troop That Meets Every Week

Troop 135: That’s 35 More Than A Hundred

Canadians Welcome Here

Troop 135: We Go, Then We Come Back

We’ve Got Lou, Nobody Else Can Say That

Video Game Slang Spoken Here

Why Settle For Something Else When You Can Have This?
RPG: It’s Not Just For Indoors 
We encourage suggestions from you all.  If we all work to​gether, together we can work.  Hey, that sounds a lot like a slogan.  Things are really starting to click.
NewsletterTM:  

· Insider info by J Ryall 

· Additional reporting by B Cumming and M Borell

· Leg Breaking and Creative Content by L Azevedo

· Editing by R Ryall.  

· New email address for complaints, corrections, constructive criticism, comments: rjr@neteze.com
